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Calvin, in 1, is not against the propriety of preaching about
Christ. His language is the language of his ordinary reason
and the Scripture. The mission of the pastors and men of
God is to prepare the people for Christ, but we should not
pierce their skin with a spear, or brand the people with the

mark of the beast (2,4). Even the best teachers of
Christianity are not absolutely infallible but are creatures,
liable to err. In the earlier edition of this series, we pointed

out that Calvin not infrequently employed the very
language Rainbow uses against us. [12] Surely it is no slip,

but an egregious instance of apostasy for Rainbow to
suggest that Calvin's erroneous position and the counsels

of false shepherds should be coupled with the true
shepherds of the Church. No wonder Calvin was much

abused by the French Protestants. [13] False prophets are
not to be admired, for they are not blessed, nor do they

contribute to the salvation of the children of God, but this
does not preclude us from applauding their great services

to the Gospel. They are not 'true' but 'false' prophets. Their
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bulls never have had a pure form of faith, and yet they
have served the saints in some important ways. The fruits

of their ministry, it is true, do not always commend
themselves to good judgment, but the teachers of

falsehood merit our praise, for they have brought together
heretics from all over the world and scattered them again
from the fold. They have helped on the accomplishment of
the great work. Many of their (now dead) lieutenants have

been saved from damnation by the preaching of these
servants of God. 5ec8ef588b
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