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when a concrete slab foundation begins to develop cracks, either small or large, it is almost always a situation requiring
repair. some cures in minor foundation problems are as simple as patching a crack in the slab. other major foundation
problems call for a full repair or replacement of the foundation. the size and type of cracks will determine which action
is required. use of a backhoe is more expensive than that of a front-end loader. the costs of a backhoe are roughly as
follows: purchase price $10,000+ $5,000- $10,000 per hour of use $5-10,000 installation $20,000 + $15,000- $20,000

per hour of use $15-20,000 reinstallation if the costs are obtained from a concrete repair and excavation company, then
the service costs are only $10-15 an hour, depending upon if the backhoe is used to dig the hole or refill the hole. if a

small, portable concrete pump is used, it may only be $5-10 an hour. because excavators are large pieces of
equipment, it may take two or three hours to dig a hole and two to four hours to refill it. however, the hole should be

less than 5 feet in depth, and should be backfilled promptly. the most common cause of cracking is due to lack of
proper concrete reinforcement or insufficient drainage. deteriorating cement can cause major problems, as well. cracks
are difficult to detect and can often appear in a newly installed foundation. if a foundation has a sagging beam it may

cause the floors and the walls to settle, and cause foundation cracks.
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